222                      DE     LESSEPS

" In the afternoon a deputation from the neighbour-
hood came to present their respects to M. Charles de
Lesseps. At five o'clock the family took another walk
together, and later in the evening the prisoner returned
to Paris."

The great Bribery Trial opened on March gth, 1893,
in the Assize Court of the Seine. The defendants were
Charles de Lesseps and Marius Fontane, both Directors
of the Panama Company, with whom were joined M.
Barnaul, the former Minister of Public Works, Senator
M. Beral, the Deputies and ex-Deputies Antonin
Proust, Duguc de La Fauconnerie, Sans Leroy, and
Gobron, and M. Baihaut's private secretary, M.
Blondin. Emile Alton, the tenth defendant, was not in
custody, though a warrant was out for his arrest.
We are mainly concerned here with the first day's
proceedings, when Charles de Lesseps was examined
at length by the President. The course of the interro-
gation based on the published reports of the trial has
been ably summarised by G. Barnett Smith.
The preliminary formalities having been completed,
M. Charles de Lesseps was examined by the President.
The witness spoke with vivacity and firmness, and
evidently directed himself towards the jurors, who were
much struck by his frank and fearless attitude. He
deposed that it was his father who first had the idea
of piercing the Isthmus of Panama, and he (witness)
was proud to be of use to him in the work. He was
never anything but an official, and managed the busi-
ness as Secretary-General. Asked why he had paid